The worst effect of the enthusiastic pursuit of any branch of medical or surgical science, is the tendency it has to divide the investigators into parties, by which personal interests become mixed up with the pursuit of truth. Instead of the calm weighing of evidence, the scrupulous observation of phenomena, and the deliberate judgment, we find too much stress laid upon individual interests and individual opinion, to the great detriment of science and the destruction of the tone and temper of mind befitting philosophic inquirers.
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We have witnessed an unpleasant illustration of this proposition of late, since uterine diseases have occupied so prominent a position before the profession. We find one party adopting eagerly every suggestion, without much discrimination or careful estimate of its value, and carrying out their views with more zeal than discretion. Another party rejects every proposal?not so much, we fear, from any due appreciation of its demerits, as from dislike of the persons from whom it emanates. The journals of last winter bore melancholy testimony to the truth of this picture; there we read reports of the meetings of different societies, in which zeal for professional improvement was disfigured by something approaching to personal animosity, and where victory seemed to be more valued than truth. Now this is what we should earnestly wish to avoid in entering upon the consideration of uterine diseases. Discarding all personal considerations, we will accept truth from any quarter: holding this object steadily before us, we shall reject nothing that we believe to be true, 22-xi. '1
Reviews.
[April, With these views and feelings we take up Dr, Lee's book, which may be regarded, in some sort, as the manifesto of a party which has repudiated certain modern methods of more definite investigation, and the employment of certain mechanical modes of treatment.
The volume consists of five reports, with an appendix of cases to each.
The first report contains observations on the structure, functions, and diseases of the ovaria, and the histories of 170 cases; with an analysis of 162 cases of ovariotomy, which have occurred in Great Britain. The second is on malformations of the uterus, diagnosis of uterine diseases, and of diseases of the Fallopian tubes; inflammation of the unimpregnated uterus, and of the follicles of the os uteri; on the use of the speculum; on the nervous structures and diseases of the uterus, and disorders of the uterine functions. The third is on fibrous tumours and polypi of the uterus, with the histories of fifty cases. The fourth is on the symptoms, morbid alterations of structure, and treatment of the cancerous diseases of the uterus, with clinical reports of 100 cases. And the fifth is on the pathology of the vagina, urethra, &c., with the histories of cases.
The larger portion of the observations is reprinted from Dr. Lee's articles on the subject in the 'Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine;' the cases are new and valuable : the sections on ovariotomy and on the speculum have been published already in the ' Medico-Chirurgical Transactions.' Considering the high position and extensive practice of Dr. Robert Lee, his long experience, his careful observation, and his great intelligence, this work has upon the whole disappointed us; not merely in those points on which we are constrained to differ from the author, but on account of the omission of much information which has been of late years added to our knowledge of these diseases, and from the very small additions made by himself. We scarcely expected that descriptions written She had been carefully examined by the finger, and no suspicion of disease of the cervix uteri was excited; but when we employed the speculum, we detected extensive granular inflammation, which was relieved in the usual way, and the itching of the vulva ceased after the first application.
And certain we are, that in this disease, as well as erosion, no treatment by injections or general remedies is equal in efficiency to the application, by means of the speculum, of nitrate of silver, nitric acid, or caustic tincture of iodine.
5. These are the principal cases in which Dr. Lee has questioned the usefulness of the instrument, and Ave have given the result of our own experience. Let us add a few others, in which we have found it of service. In certain cases in which it has been necessary to pass an elastic bougie through the canal of the cervix, we have found it easier to do so through the speculum. In some cases of occlusion of the os uteri and vagina, our search for the orifice at the upper end of the cul de sac has been much facilitated by the use of a smnll speculum. In many cases of vesico-vaginal fistula, it has enabled us to ascertain more clearly the extent of the opening, and the condition of its edges, and above all, to apply certain remedies exactly to the part without injury to the neighbouring tissues. And the same may be said of recto-vaginal fistula.
6. We have also seen, and treated by its means, some cases of simple ulceration of the cervix uteri; we do not mean erosion or abrasion, but ulceration with loss of substance, and neither scrofulous nor syphilitic. This, Dr. Lee says, he has never seen, and he has adduced a large series of post-mortem examinations in hospitals to prove its rarity or nonexistence. 
